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 German: https://www.iqwig.de/presse/im‐fokus/us‐wissenschaftspolitik/auswirkungen‐
der‐us‐politik‐auf‐die‐literaturrecherche/

 English: https://www.iqwig.de/en/presse/in‐the‐focus/us‐science‐policy/impact‐of‐us‐
policy‐on‐information‐retrieval/
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What we see …

March 1‐2, 2025: Pubmed blackout for 2 days (source: nature)
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(April 8, 2025: NIH has excluded international scientists (e.g., China, Russia, Iran, etc.) from 
using certain databases (especially cancer registries) (source: Fierce Biotech))

HHS job cuts of approximately 20,000 positions, including 3,500 at the FDA, 2,400 at the CDC, 
and 1,200 at the NIH (HHS Factsheet, 03/27/2025). 

May 5, 2025: ZBMed submits DFG application to develop an alternative to PubMed (source: 
Heise Online).

July 25, 2025: Maintenance work on all NLM resources: This is highly unusual, as changes have 
generally been carried out in parallel with ongoing operations and have always been 
specifically identified. It is not yet clear whether this new approach is due to staffing 
constraints or is related to content. All resources are now available again. 

August 25, 2025: server error, search is temporarily unavailable 
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Pubmed and ClinicalTrias.gov no longer accessible 
for Europe

Systems no longer as reliable: Error messages in 
Pubmed; ‘Filter unwanted terms/journals’

Alternatives available: Other sources no longer 
accessible (e.g. AHRQ reports, PubChem, StatPearls)



Are there alternatives to PubMed (and ClinicalTrials.gov)?

A distinction should be made here

 Journal coverage

 Data enrichment: metadata (indexing, abstract), 

 Search functionalities (e.g. related articles), search filter („Hedges“)
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Coverage of MELDINE indexed journals
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Databases n

Journals in MEDLINE 5.264

indexed in Embase 3.360 (64%)

indexed in Crossref 4.939 (94%)

Database combinations

+ Embase Crossref 5.053 (96%)



Analysis via searchsmart.org

Criteria

 data pool

 search functions

 availability
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Recommendations for alternatives  to PubMed

Waffenschmidt ‐What if (03.09.2025)

Free of charge Fee based
Archive Europe PMC, Lens Medline (OVID), Embase, 

Web of Science, Scopus

Current
references

Crossref (e.g. via 
Lens)

combination of Embase
and Crossref (e.g. via 
Lens)



Europe PMC

 Developed by the European Bioinformatics Institute, funded by international science
Funders, part of the PubMed Central International

 Europe PMC integrates content from a range of sources such as PubMed, PubMed Central 
(PMC), Agricola, and 34 life science preprint servers

25.03.2025 Siw Waffenschmidt / Auswirkungen USA‐Politik 10
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Lens.org

 Cambia, Australia

 Patent documents and scholarly work (multidisciplinary)
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Crossref

 Publisher International Linking Association Inc., US

 Largest DOI Registration Agency of the International DOI Foundation

 Enables persistent cross‐platform ciattion linking
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Recommendations for alternatives to ClinicalTrials.gov

Study registries
Archive ICTRP Search Portal in combination with the

Internet Archive WayBack Machine for study
documents

Future registration and 
searches

• Registration via national or international study 
registries (e.g. ISRCTN)

• Search via the ICTRP Search Portal
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GALAXI 1 (Guselkumab/ Crohn‘s disease, A25‐75)

Waffenschmidt ‐What if (03.09.2025)



How to use the WayBackMachine
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ISRCTN Registry – UK‘s Clinical Study Registry
 commercial (NGO, infrastructure via BMC /Springer Nat.)

 fee based (250 GBP)

 decent search functionalities
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What next steps are needed?

In Europe, the key stakeholders in the healthcare sector should ask themselves how they can
counter an outage of PubMed and ClinicalTrials.gov

Meaningful steps:

▪ Could existing databases or new initiatives (e.g. Open Life Science Publication Database 
[OLSPub] from the ZB Med in future) take over?

▪ Creation of professional search functions

▪ study registries: expand and open up existing alternatives
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What else is needed?

Sustainable structures, independent of the current political situation
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Questions/ discussion

‐ What experience/ information do the other institutions have at the moment?

‐ Are there any joint/ local activities already planned?

‐ Other ideas?
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Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG)

Thank you for your attention!

Questions and comments:

PD Dr. Siw Waffenschmidt

siw.waffenschmidt@iqwig.de
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Lunch & Learn
HANDOUT RECORDING

Further handouts and recordings of our past webinars: 
https://www.cochrane.de/workshops-events/workshops/lunch-learn-kurzwebinare

Next Lunch & Learn:

05. November 2025: Systematische Literaturrecherche in PubMed – Eine 
Einführung (in German)

https://www.cochrane.de/de/unterlagen-webinar-pubmed-fuer-einsteiger
https://www.cochrane.de/workshops-events/workshops/lunch-learn-kurzwebinare


workshops@cochrane.de

Evaluation

https://survey.lamapoll.de/Lunch
_and_Learn_PubMed_Alternative
n/de

mailto:workshops@cochrane.de
https://www.facebook.com/CochraneDeutschland/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7F2TkiNcVFmLCf3vCE5Y5g
https://www.instagram.com/cochrane_deutschland/
https://wisskomm.social/@CochraneD
https://survey.lamapoll.de/Lunch_and_Learn_PubMed_Alternativen/de
https://survey.lamapoll.de/Lunch_and_Learn_PubMed_Alternativen/de
https://survey.lamapoll.de/Lunch_and_Learn_PubMed_Alternativen/de
https://bsky.app/profile/cochraned.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cochrane-deutschland-stiftung/
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https://www.cochrane.de/veranstaltungen |   https://www.cochrane.de/interessentenliste-workshops

Evaluation

https://www.cochrane.de/veranstaltungen
https://www.cochrane.de/interessentenliste-workshops
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Workshops & Events

Translations Social Media

Blog

Newsletters

Ressources

www.cochrane.de
Evaluation

https://www.cochrane.de/veranstaltungen
https://wissenwaswirkt.org/
https://wissenwaswirkt.org/
https://www.cochrane.de/newsletter
https://www.cochrane.org/de/evidence
https://training.cochrane.org/
https://www.cochrane.de/unsere-angebote
https://www.cochrane.de/workshops-events/workshops/lunch-learn-kurzwebinare
https://www.facebook.com/CochraneDeutschland/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7F2TkiNcVFmLCf3vCE5Y5g
https://www.instagram.com/cochrane_deutschland/
https://wisskomm.social/@CochraneD
https://bsky.app/profile/cochraned.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cochrane-deutschland-stiftung/
http://www.cochrane.de/
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