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INTRODUCTION
Cochrane Germany (CG) is the representative of Cochrane 
(formerly known as the Cochrane Collaboration (CC)) in Germa-
ny. It is acting as the reference centre for the German speaking 
part of Switzerland, Liechtenstein, the Czech Republic, Slovakia 
and Hungary (for branches s. page 27). Cochrane Austria1 stands 
now in with an own centre. After being in the status of a scien-
tific working group since 1999 at the university’s Institute for Bi-
ometry and Statistics, 2014, the Medical Center and the Medical 
Faculty of the University of Freiburg established a stand-alone 
center (Center for Evidence in Medicine /Cochrane Germany) and 
committed to continue providing funds to the Center for the next 
five years. These funds have been complemented by the Minis-
try for Science and Art of the federal state Baden-Württemberg. 
Finally the possibility of establishing an Ínstitute for Evidence 
in Medicine’ with a full professorship for systematic reviews was 
under review in the relevant committees and is now in its final 
stage. The ‘Institute’ came into live in January 2018 – the applica-
tion process for the Cochrane Professorship will presumably be 
completed by end of 2018.

Throughout the years 2016 and 2017 the University Medical Cen-
ter, the Medical Faculty and the German Ministry of Health ne-
gotiated about the possible institutional funding for Cochrane 
Germany which resulted in establishing the Cochrane Germany 
Foundation by the Medical Center Freiburg in October 26, 2017. 
The Cochrane Germany Foundation will be supported by the 
Ministry of Health, the Federal Republic Germany respectively 
with up to one million for Cochrane Work in Germany. This was 
a historical milestone in the funding history of Cochrane Groups 
as the establishment of a foundation to secure the sustainable 
work of Cochrane in a non-english speaking country is unique. 
The Institute for Evidence in Medicine and the German Cochrane 
Foundation will work closely together.

Since 25 years Cochrane is an international not-for-profit organi-
zation whose “vision is a world of improved health where deci-
sions about health and health care are informed by high-quality, 
relevant and up-to-date synthesized research evidence”2. This 
vision is framed and set up in goals by Cochrane’s ‘Strategy to 
2020’3.

1 austria.cochrane.org
2 www.cochrane.org
3 www.cochrane.org/about-us/our-strategy

More and more focusing on global dissemination across 
national language barriers, Cochrane has 14 translation teams 
which published more than 5.500 new or updated translations 
of Cochrane Review Abstracts and Plain Language Summaries, 
summing up to a total of 23.000 now. Cochrane Evidence is 
available with a free one-click access for 3.66 billion people 
worldwide by national licences or provision for low- and middle-
income countries.

Cochrane Germany acts as a national ‘hub’ for the dissemination 
and implementation of international scientific and strategic 
developments related to knowledge transfer, the  concept of 
evidence-based health care and the role systematic reviews can 
play for both. It also supports the implementation of methods 
related to the concepts of evidence-based health research and 
the grading of evidence according to the GRADE approach as 
part of systematic reviews and guideline development. Another 
scientific focus is meta-research, e.g. the investigation of the 
extent of dissemination bias in medical research and how it 
affects the reliability of the results of  esearch syntheses.

These goals are: 
1. Producing evidence
2. Making our evidence available
3. Advocating for evidence
4. Building an effective and  

sustainable organisation

To achieve these goals, 10.000 
accredited members (the new 
Membership Scheme was introduced 
in 2017) and more than 28.000 
supporters from over 130 countries 
work together in preparing, updating 
and promoting systematic reviews 
about health care interventions. They 
are researchers, health professionals, 
patients, carers and people just 
passionate about improving health 
outcomes. To date, over 9,700 
Cochrane Reviews and Protocols 
have been published in the Cochrane 
Library4 and have a strong impact on 
the global healthcare community. 
E.g. 80 % of WHO Guidelines are 
referencing Cochrane Reviews.

4 www.cochranelibrary.com

Figure 1: Functions of Cochrane Centres

Outlined by strategy 2020 
the Cochrane representa-
tives and their structures 
in geographical areas have 
been revisited and a full Co-
chrane Centre should cover 
the following strands5:

• To act as a coordinating 
centre for Cochrane activities

• To undertake or contribute 
to methodological or other 
research

• To expand and diversify 
funding base of Cochrane 
Work

• To maintain an advocacy 
programme

• + one additional, e.g. 
supporting translation 
activities

5 community.cochrane.org/sites/
default/files/uploads/inline-files/
Functions%20of%20geograph-
ic%20oriented%20Groups.pdf

https://austria.cochrane.org
http://www.cochrane.org
http://www.cochrane.org/about-us/our-strategy
http://www.cochranelibrary.com
http://community.cochrane.org/sites/default/files/uploads/inline-files/Functions%20of%20geographic%20oriented%20Groups.pdf
http://community.cochrane.org/sites/default/files/uploads/inline-files/Functions%20of%20geographic%20oriented%20Groups.pdf
http://community.cochrane.org/sites/default/files/uploads/inline-files/Functions%20of%20geographic%20oriented%20Groups.pdf
http://community.cochrane.org/sites/default/files/uploads/inline-files/Functions%20of%20geographic%20oriented%20Groups.pdf
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CG OBJECTIVES IN 2017
Our main goal in 2017 was to negotiate the funding by the German Ministry of Health and to support the estab-
lishment of the necessary structure (the foundation) and the goals and targets by this could be realized.

Other objectives have been according to the goals of strategy 2020:
• To fulfill the core functions of a Cochrane Centre
• To successfully apply for research projects and third party funds
• To offer our full range of workshops
• Scientific publications and presentations
• Dissemination of evidence for different target groups and through different 

channels

PROJECTS IN 2017 (selection)
In 2017 CG started or conducted a total of seven major funded projects and/or contract work with an 
annual budget of 442,597 €. Briefly, the major projects were (listed in alphabetical order): 

CEBHA+ - FUNDED BY THE GERMAN MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
(PI PD DR. JÖRG J. MEERPOHL)
The objective of the Collaboration for Evidence-Based healthcare and Public Health in Africa (CEBHA+, German title: 
„Forschungs-Netzwerk für evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung und Public Health in Afrika”) is to build long-term 
capacity and infrastructure for evidence-based healthcare and public health in Africa, including primary research, evi-
dence synthesis, and evidence-based policy-and-practice. Cochrane Germany is a partner in this Collaboration and the 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich is the German coordinator. The project runs from 01.12.2016 until 30.11.2021.

EFFECTS OF MILK PROTEIN A1-SS-CASEIN ON HUMAN HEALTH
(PI PD DR. JÖRG J. MEERPOHL, DR. DANIELA KÜLLENBERG)
The objective of this project (German title: „Auswirkungen von A1- ß -Casein der Milch auf die Gesundheit beim Men-
schen“) is to summarize all relevant evidence regarding the effects of milk proteins A1- and A2-ß-Casein on human 
health, for example the incidence of coronary heart diseases, diabetes mellitus or neurological diseases. 
The Bavarian State Research Centre for Agriculture (German: Bayrische Landesanstalt für Landwirtschaft, LfL) and the 
Competence Center for Nutrition (German: Kompetenzzentrum für Ernährung KErn) are the funders of this research proj-
ect. The project started in March 2016 and lasted until June 2017.

GAP – WELL INFORMED COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PHYSICIANS AND PATIENTS
(PI DR. SEBASTIAN VOIGT-RADLOFF, PD DR. JÖRG J. MEERPOHL)
Back pain is one of the most frequent causes for health care costs and sick with one year prevalence rates up to 70 % in 
Germany. While patients increasingly seek for health information on the internet, its quality is difficult to appraise and 
physicians often experience internet information as irritating for the physician-patient communication. The GAP-trial 
intends to develop, implement and evaluate an evidence-based, easy-to-understand and trustworthy internet portal on 
low back pain to be used by general practitioners and patients before, during and after the consultation. Effects of the 
GAP-portal use compared to routine consultation on communication and informedness of physicians and patients and 
on health care costs and sick leave will be evaluated. GAP will test an information portal in a prospective multi-centre, 
cluster-randomized parallel group design including 150 general practitioners and 1,500 patients. The communication 
quality and informedness of physicians and patients will be evaluated by self-assessment directly before and after the 
consultation plus one follow-up for patients at three weeks after the consultation and for physicians three months after 
the consultations of the last study patient. Sick leave and health care costs related to back pain will be compared be-
tween intervention and control group using routine data of insuring companies. GAP is funded with 2.3 Million Euros by 
the Joint Committees ‘Innovationsfonds’ for a consortium of nine partners from academia, clinical practice and health 
insurance for three years. The project started in October 2017 and will last until October 2020.

MEDIATE
(PI PD DR. JÖRG J. MEERPOHL, VALÉRIE LABONTÉ, MSC)
In the core of this joint project (in cooperation with the Institute for Science Journalism at the TU Dortmund) is a dis-
course project with prospective (science) journalists and physicians. It evaluates the quality of medical and health com-
munication about diagnostic testing by means of practical examples and with the assistance of experts from medicine 
and science journalism. The project explores how molecular and genetic diagnostics are communicated in the media 
discourse, especially with regard to benefits, risks and empirical evidence as well as ethical conflicts and sociocultural 
consequences following the introduction of preventive medical examinations and screening programs, but also the au-
tonomous use of self-tests without medical advice. The joint project gathers numerous stakeholders who cooperate in 
the production and transmission of knowledge about diagnostic testing at various interfaces of science communication 
– in research, at the hospital or at the doctor’s office, in public relations as well as in journalism. In a multi-step, discursive 
process they get encouraged to discuss the social consequences of these medical advances and developments. The 
outcome of this discourse will be published online for special target groups as well as for the general public. Subproject 
2 in Freiburg enriches the discourse on diagnostic testing from the perspective of physicians and ethics. It will identify 
the existing evidence on the accuracy of diagnostic tests and scope studies on the psychosocial consequences of the 
users. MEDIATE started in October 2017 and will last until October 2019, funded by the Ministry of Research and Educa-
tion (BMBF).

PROPERMED
(PI PD DR. JÖRG J. MEERPOHL, DR. SEBASTIAN VOIGT-RADLOFF, DR. DANIELA KÜLLENBERG DE GAUDRY)
This project is lead by the University Hospital Frankfurt, Dr. Christiane Muth. Aim is the development and validation of 
the PROPERmed instrument to identify older patients from primary care settings with at least one chronic prescription 
and one health related problem, which may be at risk for negative health consequences on the basis of individual patient 
data meta-analysis. This meta-analysis is using individual patient data (IPD) from five cluster-randomized trials (CRT). A 
prognostic model will predict the outcomes health related quality of life (HQoL), functional status and hospitalization 
at six months. The project is funded by the Joint Committees ‘Innovationsfonds’ for 18 months including 10 consortium 
partners.
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SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS AND PROTOCOLS AT CG IN 
2017
According to Cochrane’s Goal 1, Producing Evidence, we build capacity and implemented the methodolog-
ical developments by conducting systematic reviews at CG. Centre’s members were involved in several review 
projects as lead authors, co-authors or expert advisers.

Full Systematic Reviews

Bollig C, Schell LK, Rucker G, Allert R, Motschall E, Niemeyer CM, Bassler D, Meerpohl JJ: Deferasirox for manag-
ing iron overload in people with thalassaemia. Cochrane Db Syst Rev, 2017; 8 (online): CD007476. : http://dx.doi.
org/10.1002/14651858.CD007476.pub3

Schmucker C, Blümle A, Schell LK, Schwarzer G, Oeller P, Cabrera L, von Elm E, Briel M, Meerpohl JJ: Systematic review 
finds that study data not published in full text articles have unclear impact on meta-analyses results in medical research. 
Plos One 12(4): e0176210, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5404772/pdf/pone.0176210.pdf.

Gaertner J, Siemens W, Meerpohl JJ, Antes G, Meffert C, Xander C, Stock S, Mueller D, Schwarzer G, Becker G: Effect 
of specialist palliative care services on quality of life in adults with advanced incurable illness in hospital, hospice, or 
community settings: systematic review and meta-analysis. Bmj-brit Med J, 2017; 357 (online): j2925. : http://dx.doi.
org/10.1136/bmj.j2925

Hull S, Tailor V, Balduzzi S, Rahi J, Schmucker C, Virgili G, Dahlmann-Noor A: Tests for detecting strabismus in chil-
dren aged 1 to 6 years in the community Cochrane Db Syst Rev, 2017 (11) (online). : http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/10.1002/14651858.CD011221.pub2/full#CD011221-bbs1-0001

Lohner S, Toews I, Kuellenberg de Gaudry D, Sommer H, Meerpohl JJ: Non-nutritive sweeteners for diabetes mellitus 
Cochrane Db Syst Rev, 2017 (11) (online). : http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD012885.

Pottie K, Mayhew AD, Morton RL, Greenaway C, Akl EA, Rahman P, Zenner D, Pareek M, Tugwell P, Welch V, Meerpohl JJ, 
Alonso-Coello P, Hui C, Biggs BA, Requena-Mendez A, Agbata E, Noori T, Schunemann HJ: Prevention and assessment 
of infectious diseases among children and adult migrants arriving to the European Union/European Economic Associ-
ation: a protocol for a suite of systematic reviews for public health and health systems. Bmj Open, 2017; 7 (9) (online): 
e014608-e014608. : http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2016-014608

Systematic Review Protocols

Jakob JJ, Schmidt S, Kunath F, Meerpohl JJ, Blümle A, Schmucker C, Mayer B, Zengerling F: Degarelix for treating 
advanced hormone-sensitive prostate cancer (Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, 2. DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.CD012548.

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES & NETWORKING

In 2017, staff of CG was involved in the work of several Cochrane entities and 
other international initiatives:

• Screening and Diagnostic Methods Group & Statistical Methods Group & Work-
ing Group ‘Evidence Aid’ (Gerd Antes)

• Advisory Board of the Joanna Briggs Institute, Adelaide, Australia  
(Gerd Antes)

• Cochrane Prognosis Methods Group (Daniela Küllenberg de Gaudry)
• Cochrane Nursing Network (Sebastian Voigt – Radloff) 
• Cochrane Rehabilitation Field (Sebastian Voigt-Radloff)
• Cochrane Centre Directors Executive (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Cochrane Steering Group (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Editor in Cochrane Hematological Malignancies Group (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Cochrane Applicability and Recommendations Methods Group (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Cochrane Trainers Network (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Advisory Board of Cochrane Child Health Field (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Member of Cochrane Statistical Network (Jörg J. Meerpohl)
• Cochrane Adverse Effects Methods Group (Christine Schmucker)
• World Health Organisation (WHO) Nutrition Guidance Expert Advisory Group 

(Jörg J. Meerpohl) 

GRADE CENTER
The German Grade Center in 
Freiburg was established in 
2013 and is led by PD Dr. Jörg 
J. Meerpohl. In 2017 the GRADE 
Center received funding for work 
commissioned by the WHO re-
garding guideline development 
in relation to non-sugar sweet-
eners and cooperated with other 
global partners. The GRADE Cen-
ter belongs to the ‘Institute for 
Evidence in Medicine (IfEM) at the 
University Medical Center and 
Medical Faculty, which came into 
life from January 1st, 2018.

Since 2013 the German GRADE Center6 is hosted by Cochrane 
Germany. GRADE7 is an international collaboration of research-
ers aiming to support evidence based decision making in health-
care by strengthening guideline development. The GRADE ap-
proach consists of an elaborated system for quality assessment 
(‘grading’) of the results of clinical trials, and a structured and 
transparent framework for moving from evidence to trustworthy 
recommendations. Many international organizations and institu-
tions have endorsed the GRADE approach and use it for guideline 
development, amongst others the WHO. 

The GRADE Center conducted a basic and advanced seminar 
from 28.09.-29.09.2017 with 12 (basic) and 15 (advanced) par-
ticipants.

6 de.gradeworkinggroup.org
7 www.gradeworkinggroup.org

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD007476.pub3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD007476.pub3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5404772/pdf/pone.0176210.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.j2925
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.j2925
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD012885
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2016-014608
http://de.gradeworkinggroup.org/
http://de.gradeworkinggroup.org/
http://de.gradeworkinggroup.org/
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FURTHER ACTIVITIES
Collaboration with the Clinical Trials Unit

• Promoting the need of systematic reviews as part of an evidence-based study 
planning in lectures and workshops (e.g. courses for investigators and principal 
investigators)

• Scientific consulting of study investigators concerning clinical study planning in 
the context of the totality of evidence

• Providing support for investigators in identifying all relevant evidence concern-
ing their specific research question

• Development and implementation of training modules for study investigators 
concerning systematic literature search and summarizing and presenting the 
identified evidence

WORKSHOPS, TRAINING AND EVENTS
In 2017 CG conducted four workshops in Freiburg with an overall number of 
participants of 149

• “Systematic Reviews and Introduction to Evidence based Medicine” 
→ 23/03/2017-25/03/2017: 41 participants 
→ 05/10/2017-07/10/2017: 29 participants

• “Systematic Literature Search” 
→ 06/04/2017-07/04/2017 Basic and Advanced course: 40 participants

• ”R-Workshop – statistical evaluation beyond RevMan –  
Meta-analysis with R” 
→ 09/11/2017-11/11/2017: 20 participants

We offered a large number of additional workshops and lectures promoting 
evidence-based medicine and the Cochrane Library upon request

• In-house workshop for pharmaceutical students
• Courses in literature search and methodology in the context of Systematic Reviews
• Workshops for Media using evidence for ‘non-fake’ health care news

We participated in the teaching of medical students in Epidemiology, Biostatistics and a Master Course on 
‘Global Urban Health’ as well in a special course on ‘Scientifically thinking and acting for medical students’.

STAFF IN 2017
Scientific Staff

Gerd Antes Co-Director 100 %

Jörg J. Meerpohl Co-Director 100 %

Anette Blümle Senior Researcher & TSC 100 %

Daniela Küllenberg de Gaudry Senior Researcher   50 %

Britta Lang (until 2.12.2107) Senior Researcher 100 %

Ralph Möhler Senior Researcher   75 %

Christine Schmucker Senior Researcher 100 %

Sebastian Voigt-Radloff Senior Researcher   50 %

Karin Bischoff (in Maternity leave from 06/2017) Junior Researcher 100 %

Claudia Bollig Junior Researcher 100 %

Katharina Kunzweiler Junior Researcher 100 %

Valérie Labonté Junior Researcher   80 %

Harriet Sommer Junior Researcher   20 %

Ingrid Töws Junior Researcher 100 %

Maren Fendt Trainee

Philipp Kapp Trainee

Valerie Wandres Trainee

Research Associates with external funding

Gabriel Torbahn Research Associate  25 %

  
      
Administration and Assistance

Gabriel Torbahn Research Associate  25 %

Christa Bast Team Assistant, Website Editor 40 %

Stefanie Keller Team Assistant 100 %

Georg Koch Systems Administrator 50 %

Inga Nolle (until 06/2017) Student Assistant (hourly work)

Laura Rehner (until 04/2017) Student Assistant (hourly work)
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Staff of the Cochrane Germany Foundation (from November 2017 on)

Gerd Antes Scientific Director 50 %

Britta Lang Executive Director 100 %

Claudia Bollig Workshops and Translations Coordinator Pharmacy 50 %

Daniela Küllenberg De Gaudry Methods Expert 50 %

Katharina Kunzweiler Translations and Article Editor,  
Coordinator Health Professions

50 %

Ute Kszuk Team Assistant 90 %

Valérie Labonté Translations and Article Editor 30 %

Kai Nitschke Statistical Methods Expert   80 %

Andrea Puhl Media Officer 70 %

Tobias Leiblein Student Assistant (hourly work)

Annika Wenzel Student Assistant

CG hosts central staff of Cochrane (Collaboration’s German Office)

THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE TEAM

Chris Mavergames Director of Web Development)

Martin Janczyk Web Developer

Paolo Rosati Web Developer

Daan Wilmer Web Developer

Lucie Binder (COU) Senior Advisor to the CEO of Cochrane

Juliane Ried (Innovations) Translations Coordinator

PUBLICATIONS OF CG STAFF IN 2017
In 2017, the overall publications impact factor of Cochrane Germany as a department of the Medical Center/ 
Medical Faculty of the University of Freiburg was 54.605.

Scientific Publications

Abdul-Khalek RA, Darzi AJ, Godah MW, Kilzar L, Lakis C, Agarwal A, Abou-Jaoude E, Meerpohl JJ, Wiercioch W, Santesso 
N, Brax H, Schunemann H, Akl EA. Methods used in adaptation of health-related guidelines: A systematic survey. Journal 
of global health. 2017;7(2):020412. Epub 2018/01/06. doi: 10.7189/jogh.07.020412. PubMed PMID: 29302318.

Akl EA, Meerpohl JJ, Elliott J, Kahale LA, Schünemann HJ. Living Systematic Review Network. Living systematic re-
views: 4. living guideline recommendations. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 Sep 1. pii: S0895-4356(17)30662-5. doi: 10.1016/j.jcline-
pi.2017.08.009. PMID: 28911999.

Akl EA, Welch V, Pottie K, Eslava-Schmalbach J, Darzi A, Sola I, Katikireddi SV, Singh J, Murad MH, Meerpohl JJ, Stanev 
R, Lang E, Matovinovic E, Shea B, Agoritsas T, Alexander PE, Snellman A, Brignardello-Petersen R, Gloss D, Thabane L, Shi 
C, Stein AT, Sharaf R, Briel M, Guyatt G, Schünemann H, Tugwell P. GRADE Equity Guidelines 2: Considering health equity 
in the GRADE guideline development process. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 May 9. pii: S0895-4356(17)30470-5. doi: 10.1016/j.
jclinepi.2017.01.017. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 28499847.

Alonso-Coello P, Oxman AD, Moberg J, Brignardello-Petersen R, Akl EA, Davoli M, Treweek S, Mustafa RA, Vandvik PO, 
Meerpohl JJ, Guyatt GH, Schünemann HJ; el GRADE Working Group. [GRADE Evidence to Decision (EtD) frameworks: a 
systematic and transparent approach to making well informed healthcare choices. 2: Clinical practice guidelines]. Gac 
Sanit. 2017 Sep 13. pii: S0213-9111(17)30120-6. doi: 10.1016/j.gaceta.2017.03.008. [Epub ahead of print] Spanish. PMID: 
28917831.

Bischoff K, Nothacker M, Lehane C, Lang B, Meerpohl JJ, Schmucker C. Lack of controlled studies investigating the 
risk of postpartum haemorrhage in cesarean delivery after prior use of oxytocin: a scoping review. BMC Pregnancy and 
Childbirth. 2017; 17(1):399. doi 10.1186/s12884-017-1584-1. 

Bollig C, Nothacker M, Lehane C, Motschall E, Lang B, Meerpohl JJ, Schmucker C. Prophylactic antibiotics before cord 
clamping in cesarean delivery: a systematic review. Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand. 2017 Dec 7. doi: 10.1111/aogs.13276. 
[Epub ahead of print]. PMID: 2921515. 

Bollig C, Schell LK, Rücker G, Allert R, Motschall E, Niemeyer CM, Bassler D, Meerpohl JJ. Deferasirox for managing iron 
overload in people with thalassaemia. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 8. Art. No.: CD007476. doi 
10.1002/14651858.CD007476.pub3. PMID: 28809446.

Chen Y, Yang K, Marušic A, Qaseem A, Meerpohl JJ, Flottorp S, Akl EA, Schünemann HJ, Chan ES, Falck-Ytter Y, Ahmed F, 
Barber S, Chen C, Zhang M, Xu B, Tian J, Song F, Shang H, Tang K, Wang Q, Norris SL; RIGHT (Reporting Items for Practice 
Guidelines in Healthcare) Working Group. A Reporting Tool for Practice Guidelines in Health Care: The RIGHT Statement. 
Ann Intern Med. 2017 Jan 17;166(2):128-132. doi: 10.7326/M16-1565. Epub 2016 Nov 22. PMID: 27893062.

Cochrane Deutschland, Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Wissenschaftlichen Medizinischen Fachgesellschaften - Institut für 
Medizinisches Wissensmanagement: Bewertung von systematischen Übersichtsarbeiten: ein Manual für die Leitliniener-
stellung. 1. Auflage 2017. doi: 10.6094/UNIFR/12657.

Elliott JH, Synnot A, Turner T, Simmonds M, Akl EA, McDonald S, Salanti G, Meerpohl JJ, MacLehose H, Hilton J, Tovey D, 
Shemilt I, Thomas J; Living Systematic Review Network. Living systematic review: 1. Introduction-the why, what, when, 
and how. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 Sep 11. pii: S0895-4356(17)30636-4. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.08.010. [Epub ahead of 
print] Review. PMID: 28912002.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=29302318
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28911999
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28499847
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28917831
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28917831
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1584-1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29215155
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD007476.pub3/full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27893062
https://freidok.uni-freiburg.de/data/12657
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28912002
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Gaertner J, Siemens W, Meerpohl JJ, Antes G, Meffert C, Xander C, Stock S, Mueller D, Schwarzer G, Becker G. Effect 
of specialist palliative care services on quality of life in adults with advanced incurable illness in hospital, hospice, or 
community settings: systematic review and meta-analysis. BMJ. 2017 Jul 4;357:j2925. doi: 10.1136/bmj.j2925. PMID: 
28676557. 

Guyatt GH, Ebrahim S, Alonso-Coello P, Johnston BC, Mathioudakis AG, Briel M, Mustafa RA, Sun X, Walter SD, Heels-Ans-
dell D, Neumann I, Kahale LA, Iorio A, Meerpohl JJ, Schünemann HJ, Akl EA. GRADE guidelines 17: Assessing the Risk of 
Bias Associated with Missing Participant Outcome Data in a body of evidence. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 May 18. pii: S0895-
4356(16)30811-3. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.05.005. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 28529188.

Harder T, Takla A, Eckmanns T, Ellis S, Forland F, James R, Meerpohl JJ, Morgan A, Rehfuess E, Schünemann H, Zuider-
ent-Jerak T, de Carvalho Gomes H, Wichmann O. PRECEPT: an evidence assessment framework for infectious disease 
epidemiology, prevention and control. Euro Surveill. 2017, 22(40). doi: 10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2017.22.40.16-00620. PMID: 
29019317. 

Hull S, Tailor V, Balduzzi S, Rahi J, Schmucker C, Virgili G, Dahlmann-Noor A. Tests for detecting strabismus in children 
aged 1 to 6 years in the community. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 11. Art. No.: CD011221. DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.CD011221.pub2. PMID: 29105728.

Hultcrantz M, Rind D, Akl EA, Treweek S, Mustafa RA, Iorio A, Alper BS, Meerpohl JJ, Murad MH, Ansari MT, Katikireddi SV, 
Östlund P, Tranæus S, Christensen R, Gartlehner G, Brozek J, Izcovich A, Schünemann H, Guyatt G. The GRADE Working 
Group clarifies the construct of certainty of evidence. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017 May 18. pii: S0895-4356(16)30703-X. doi: 
10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.05.006. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 28529184.

Jakob JJ, Schmidt S, Kunath F, Meerpohl JJ, Blümle A, Schmucker C, Mayer B, Zengerling F. Degarelix for treating ad-
vanced hormone-sensitive prostate cancer (Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 2. Art. No.: 
CD012548. DOI: 10.1002/14651858. CD012548.

Labonté V, Möhler R, Kopp I, Nothacker M, Meerpohl JJ. Ein Instrument zur Erstellung von Leitlinienberichten: das 
RIGHT-Statement. Zeitschrift für Evidenz, Fortbildung und Qualität im Gesundheitswesen 2017, 127–128, 3–10. Deut-
sche Übersetzung des englischen Originals: Chen Y, Yang K, Marusic A, Qaseem A, Meerpohl JJ, Flottorp S, Akl EA, 
Schunemann HJ, Chan ES, Falck-Ytter Y, Ahmed F, Barber S, Chen C, Zhang M, Xu B, Tian J, Song F, Shang H, Tang K, 
Wang Q, Norris SL, Lohner S, Toews I, Kuellenberg de Gaudry D, Sommer H, Meerpohl JJ. Non-nutritive sweeten-
ers for diabetes mellitus (Protocol). Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2017, Issue 11. Art. No.: CD012885. DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.CD012885.

Lohner S, Toews I, Meerpohl JJ. Health outcomes of non-nutritive sweeteners: analysis of the research landscape. Nutr 
J. 2017 Sep 8;16(1):55. doi: 10.1186/s12937-017-0278-x. Review. PMID: 28886707.

Murad M H, Guyatt G H, Domecq J P, Vernooij R W, Erwin P J, Meerpohl JJ, Prutsky G J, Akl E A, Mueller K, Bassler D, 
Schandelmaier S, Walter S D, Busse J W, Kasenda B, Pagano G, Pardo-Hernandez H, Montori V M, Wang Z, Briel M: Ran-
domized trials addressing a similar question are commonly published after a trial stopped early for benefit. J Clin Epide-
miol 2017, 82: 12-19. doi:10.1016/j.jclinepi.2016.10.006, Epub 2016 Nov 8. Review. PMID: 27832953.

Pardo-Hernandez H, Urrútia G, Meerpohl JJ, Marušić A, Wager E, Bonfill X; Opinions and potential solutions regarding 
dissemination bias from funding agencies of biomedical research in Europe. OPEN Project Consortium. Eval Clin Pract. 
2017. doi: 10.1111/jep.12692. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 28090730.

Pottie K, Mayhew AD, Morton RL, Greenaway C, Akl EA, Rahman P, Zenner D, Pareek M, Tugwell P, Welch V, Meerpohl JJ, 
Alonso-Coello P, Hui C, Biggs BA, Requena-Méndez A, Agbata E, Noori T, Schünemann HJ. Prevention and assessment 
of infectious diseases among children and adult migrants arriving to the European Union/European Economic Associa-
tion: a protocol for a suite of systematic reviews for public health and health systems. BMJ Open. 2017,7(9):e014608. doi: 
10.1136/bmjopen-2016-014608. PMID: 28893741.

Schandelmaier S, Tomonaga Y, Bassler D, Meerpohl JJ, von Elm E, You JJ, Bluemle A, Lamontagne F, Saccilotto R, Am-
stutz A, Bengough T, Stegert M, Olu KK, Tikkinen KAO, Neumann I, Carrasco-Labra A, Faulhaber M, Mulla SM, Mertz D, Akl 
EA, Sun X, Busse JW, Ferreira-González I, Nordmann A, Gloy V, Raatz H, Moja L, Rosenthal R, Ebrahim S, Vandvik PO, John-
ston BC, Walter MA, Burnand B, Schwenkglenks M, Hemkens LG, Guyatt G, Bucher HC, Kasenda B, Briel M. Premature 
Discontinuation of Pediatric Randomized Controlled Trials: A Retrospective Cohort Study. J Pediatr. 2017;184:209-214.
e1. [Epub ahead of print Mar 3]. pii: S0022-3476(17)30181-6. doi: 10.1016/j.jpeds.2017.01.071. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 
8410086.

Schmucker C, Blümle A, Schell LK, Schwarzer G, Oeller P, Cabrera L, von Elm E, Briel M, Meerpohl JJ, on behalf of the 
OPEN consortium: Systematic review finds that study data not published in full text articles have unclear impact on me-
ta-analyses results in medical research. PLoS ONE 2017. 12(4): e0176210. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0176210. 
 
Schunemann HJ, Wiercioch W, Brozek J, Etxeandia-Ikobaltzeta I, Mustafa RA, Manja V, Brignardello-Petersen R, Neumann 
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OPMENT. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017, 81:101-110. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2016.09.009. Epub 2016 Oct 3. PMID: 27713072.

Simmonds M, Salanti G, McKenzie J, Elliott J, Living Systematic Review Network; Living Systematic Review Net-
work. Living systematic reviews: 3. Statistical methods for updating meta-analyses. J Clin Epidemiol. 2017. pii: S0895-
4356(17)30601-7. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.08.008. [Epub ahead of print] Review. PMID: 28912004.

Toews I, Booth A, Berg RC, Lewin S, Glenton C, Munthe-Kaas HM, Noyes J, Schroter S, Meerpohl JJ. Further exploration 
of dissemination bias in qualitative research required to facilitate assessment within qualitative evidence syntheses. J 
Clin Epidemiol. 2017;88:133-139. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2017.04.010. Epub 2017 Apr 20. PMID: 28433676.

Toews I, Binder N, Wolff RF, Toprak G, von Elm E, Meerpohl JJ. Guidance in author instructions of hematology and 
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pone.0176489. eCollection 2017. PMID: 28453528.

Toews I, Booth A, Berg RC, Lewin S, Glenton C, Munthe-Kaas HM, Noyes J, Schroter S, Meerpohl JJ, Dissemination 
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Zhang Y, Coello PA, Brożek J, Wiercioch W, Etxeandia-Ikobaltzeta I, Akl EA, Meerpohl JJ, Alhazzani W, Carrasco-Labra A, 
Morgan RL, Mustafa RA, Riva JJ, Moore A, Yepes-Nuñez JJ, Cuello-Garcia C, AlRayees Z, Manja V, Falavigna M, Neumann I, 
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Narrative Reviews and short Communications

Antes G, Küllenberg de Gaudry D. Evidenz aus Studien als Grundlage für informierte Entscheidungen. ChirurgenMag-
azin BAO Depesche 2017. 15(4):48-51.

Antes G. Die Datengrundlage ist längst nicht so gut wie behauptet. Interview in Technology Review 2017: 96-8.

Antes G. Glyphosat: Krebsgefahr auf dem Teller? Mit freundlicher Genehmigung von Nutrition-News 2017, 2, 17-19.

Antes G. Homöopathie wirkt nicht. Die Welt, 16.06.2017, S. 24.

Bluemle A, Antes G, Tuerp JC. Zahnmedizinische klinische Studien – Wie vertrauenswürdig sind die Ergebnisse? Deut-
sche Zahnärztiche Zeitschrift - EbM-Splitter. 2017;72(2):110-13.

Lang B, Zok K. Informationsbedürfnisse und –verhalten von Hausärzten. WIdO Monitor. 2017;14(1).

Meerpohl JJ, Naude CE, Garner P, Mustafa RA, Schünemann HJ. Comment on “Perspective: NutriGrade: A Scoring Sys-
tem to Assess and Judge the Meta-Evidence of Randomized Controlled Trials and Cohort Studies in Nutrition Research”. 
Adv Nutr. 2017;8(5):789-790. doi: 10.3945/an.117.016188. Print 2017 Sep. PMID: 28916579.

Schmidt M, Schelling J, Schmittdiel L, Voigt-Radloff S, Küllenberg de Gaudry D. Rückenschmerzen: Welche diagnos-
tischen Tests nützen wirklich? Der Hausarzt 2017.14.

Books and book chapters

Antes G, Labonté V, Puhl A. Chancen und Risiken der Digitalisierung aus der Perspektive „Evidenzbasierter Medizin“. 
In H. Rebscher & S. Kaufmann, (Hrsg.): Digitalisierungsmanagement in Gesundheitssystemen. medhochzwei Verlag. Hei-
delberg 2017.

Lang B, Kunzweiler K, Voigt-Radloff S. Gut informierte Kommunikation zwischen Arzt und Patient im digitalen Zeit-
alter – Das GAP-Projekt. In: Franz Knieps, Holger Pfaff (Hrsg.) Digitale Arbeit - Digitale Gesundheit. Zahlen, Daten, Fakten. 
BKK Gesundheitsreport 2017, 193ff.

Serong J, Lang B, Wormer H. Wissenschaftskommunikation im Gesundheitsbereich - Vom Medienwandel zum Fach-
medienwandel. In C. Rossmann & M. Hastall (Hrsg.), Handbuch Gesundheitskommunikation (S. 1-12). Wiesbaden 2017: 
Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden. doi: 10.1007/978-3-658-10948-6_7-1.

Conference abstracts (selection)

Bollig C. Cochrane für Apotheker. 5. Kongress für Arzneimittelinformation; 03.02.2017, Köln.

PRESENTATIONS OF CG STAFF IN 2017
Presentations & Workshop Contributions

Antes G. Diskussion zu der Rolle der Ärztinnen und Ärzte in Public Health. Symposium Zukunftsforum Public Health 2017, 
Zukunftsforum Public Health, 11.12.2017, Berlin.

Antes G. Globales Wissen - lokale Implementierung: Bausteine einer patientenorientierten, evidenzbasierten Gesund-
heitsversorgung, IQTiG, 11.12.2017, Berlin.

Antes G. Wissenschaft, Industrie und Versorgungspraxis - Wie muss eine gemeinsame Strategie für mehr Versorgungs-
forschung aussehen? 6. Expertendialog der Stiftung Auge „Versorgungsforschung in der Augenheilkunde - Qualitative 
Weiterentwicklung durch Kooperation zwischen Industrie und Universitätsmedizin“, Deutsche Ophthalmologische Ge-
sellschaft (DOG), Kloster Eberbach, 01.12.2017, Eltville.

Antes G. Ist das Zeitalter der Kausalität vorbei? - Vortrag zur zukünftigen Entwicklung der klinischen Forschung. Forum 
Klinische Forschung 2017, TU München, Münchner Studienzentrum, Klinikum rechts der Isar, 16.11.2017, München.

Antes G. Keynote zum Thema: „Gesundheit 4.0. Digitalisierung im Gesundheitswesen - Big Data - Personalisierte Mediz-
in. Welche Chancen und Risiken ergeben sich für die Unternehmen?“. Gesund und Nah - Einladung zum Business Lunch 
„Gesunde Führung“, AOK Südlicher Oberrhein, Hotel Colosseo Europa-Park, 10.11.2017, Rust.

Antes G. Evidenzbasierte Medizin und statistische Methoden - Eckpfeiler der Nutzen-Schadensbewertung. 9. Nationaler 
Pharmakotherapie-Workshop, lig (Lösungen im Gesundheitswesen), Mövenpick Hotel, 06.11.2017, Frankfurt am Main.

Antes G. Ärztliche Entscheidung nach Bauchgefühl? - oder: Wie lässt sich vorhandenes Wissen nutzen? 85. Fortbildung-
skongress auf Norderney, Nordrheinische Akademie für Ärtzliche Fort- und Weiterbildung, Kurtheater, 22.10.2017, Nor-
derney.

Antes G. Wo steht Hygiene? Globales Wissen, lokale Implementierung. Freiburger Infektiologie- und Hygienekongress, 
Deutsches Beratungszentrum für Hygiene, Konzerthaus, 18.10.2017, Freiburg.

Antes G. Research: Increasing value, reducing waste. 46th Symposium on Clinical Pharmacy, European Society of Clini-
cal Pharmacy, Kongresshaus Stadthalle, 10.10.2017, Heidelberg.

Antes G. Reviews und Review-Methodik in der Praxis: HTA-Berichte, Leitlinien, Patienteninformation. 37. Cochrane Work-
shop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), 
Cochrane Deutschland, Cochrane Deutschland, 07.10.2017, Freiburg.

Antes G. Evidence-based versus value-based medicine. Weltkongress Psychoonkologie, IPOS, Freie Universität Berlin, 
17.08.2017, Berlin.

Antes G. Chancen und Risiken aus der Perspektive Evidenzbasierter Medizin. 13. Konsultation der Deutsch-Schweizeri-
schen Gesellschaft für Gesundheitspolitik (DSGG), Deutsch-Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Gesundheitspolitik (DSGG), 
06.07.2017, Wiesbaden.

Antes G. Überblick über das Forschungsfeld „Knowledge Translation“ mit einem besonderen Fokus auf Evidenzsynthe-
sen. EbM-Kongress (18 Jahrestagung), Deutsches Netzwerk Evidenzbasierte Medizin e.V. (DNEbM), Universität Hamburg, 
20.03.2017, Hamburg.

Antes G. Reviews und Review-Methodik in der Praxis: HTA-Berichte, Leitlinien, Patienteninformation. 36. Cochrane 
Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs 
EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 25.03.2017, Freiburg.

http://www.cochrane.de/sites/cochrane.de/files/public/uploads/artikel/antes_glyphosat_krebs_auf_dem_teller_nutrition_news_juni2017.pdf
https://www.online-dzz.de/article/zahnmedizinische-klinische-studien-wie-vertrauenswuerdig-sind-die-ergebnisse/ebm-splitter/y/m/4854
https://www.online-dzz.de/article/zahnmedizinische-klinische-studien-wie-vertrauenswuerdig-sind-die-ergebnisse/ebm-splitter/y/m/4854
http://www.wido.de/publikationen/widomonitor/wido-monitor-1-2017.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28916579
http://www.derhausarzt.eu/hausarzt/2017/14/42-44.pdf
http://www.cochrane.de/sites/cochrane.de/files/public/uploads/publikationen/medhochzwei_digitalisierung_buchbeitrag_.pdf
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-658-10948-6_7-1
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Antes G. Überblick über das Forschungsfeld „Knowledge Translation“ mit einem besonderen Fokus auf Evidenzsynthe-
sen. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Bischoff K. Von Maus zu Mensch: Hürden klinischer Translation bei diabetischer Retinopathie. Diabetes Kongress 2017, 
Hamburg Messe & Congress GmbH, 25.05.2017, Hamburg.

Bischoff K, Kunzweiler K. Übung: MEDLINE mit Ovid suchen. 11. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Literaturrecher-
che Aufbaukurs, Cochrane Deutschland, 07.04.2017, Freiburg.

Bischoff K. Evidence Mapping im Rahmen eines Leitlinienprojekts: Systematische Aufarbeitung des aktuellen For-
schungsstandes zur präpartalen Uterotonikagabe bei Kaiserschnittgeburten. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Univer-
sität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Bischoff K. Systematic Reviews in Animal Models. Modul in der ‚Scientific Master Class‘, Universität Heidelberg, 
10.02.2017, Weinheim.

Bischoff K.Transparency in research: study and review registries and reporting guidelines. Modul in der ‚Scientific Mas-
ter Class‘, Universität Heidelberg, 10.02.2017, Weinheim.

Blümle A. Studientypen. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum,  Universitätsklinikum Freiburg, 
08.11.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Evidenzbasierte Studienplanung. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklini-
kum Freiburg, 08.11.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Publikation, Transparente Berichterstattung. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum, Uni-
versitätsklinikum Freiburg, 10.11.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Deutsches Register Klinischer Studien (DRKS). Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums; Studienzentrum, Uni-
versitätsklinikum Freiburg. 08.11.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Einführung in das EQUATOR Network und Überblick über die Reporting Guidelines. 62 GMDS-Jahrestagung, 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Medizinische Informatik, Biometrie und Epidemiologie e.V., 19.09.2017, Oldenburg.

Blümle A. Dokumentation der Literaturrecherche. Fortbildung Literaturrecherche, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklini-
kum Freiburg, 18.07.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Evidenzbasierte Studienplanung. Fortbildung Literaturrecherche, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklinikum 
Freiburg, 17.07.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Cochrane, Evidenzbasierte Medizin und Studienplanung, transparentes Publizieren. Seminar: „Wissenschaft-
liches Denken und Handeln“ für Studierende der Humanmedizin, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität, 11.07.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Publikation, Transparente Berichterstattung. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum, Uni-
versitätsklinikum Freiburg, Studienzentrum, 06.07.2017, Freiburg.
Blümle A. Evidenzbasierte Studienplanung. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum, 04.07.2017, 
Freiburg.

Blümle A. Studientypen. Studienleiterkurs des Studienzentrums, Studienzentrum, 04.07.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Evidenzbasierte Studienplanung. Studienkoordinatorenkurs, Koordinierungszentrum für Klinische Studien 
(KKS), 28.06.2017, Heidelberg.

Blümle A. Einführung in die Cochrane Collaboration und die Datenbanken der Cochrane Library. 11. Cochrane Work-
shop: Systematische Literaturrecherche Grundkurs, Cochrane Deutschland, 06.04.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Die Cochrane Collaboration. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die 
evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 23.03.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Evidenzbasierte Studienplanung. Studienleiterkurs, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklinikum Freiburg; 
07.03.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Publikation, Transparente Berichterstattung. Studienleiterkurs, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklinikum 
Freiburg; 07.03.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Studientypen. Studienleiterkurs, Studienzentrum, Universitätsklinikum Freiburg; 07.03.2017, Freiburg.

Blümle A. Möglichkeiten der Recherche nach Studienpublikationen in Deutschland, Zugang zu Datenbanken, 
Zeitschriften und Studienregistern sowie Herausforderungen angesichts der drohenden Schließung der ZB Med Köln und 
der Reduzierung des DIMDI-Datenbankangebots. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Hamburg; 12.03.2017, 
Hamburg.

Blümle A. Evidence-based study planning. Modul in der ‚Scientific Master Class‘, Universität Heidelberg, 10.02.2017, 
Weinheim.

Bollig C. Meta-Analysen und systematische Übersichtsarbeiten. Weiterbildung Arzneimittelinformation für Apotheker, 
Apothekerkammer Westfalen-Lippe, 09.06.2017, Münster.

Bollig C. Übung: Cochrane Library. 11. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Literaturrecherche Grundkurs, Cochrane 
Deutschland, 06.04.2017, Freiburg.

Bollig C, Labonté V, Blümle A. Übung: Angeleitet in MEDLINE unter PubMed suchen. 11. Cochrane Workshop: System-
atische Literaturrecherche Grundkurs, Cochrane Deutschland, 06.04.2017, Freiburg.

Bollig C. Cochrane für Apotheker. 5. Arzneimittelinformationskongress in Köln, Maternushaus, 03.-04.02.2017, Köln.

Huppertz H I, Torbahn G, Hofmann H, Bischoff K, Freitag M, Fingerle V, Rücker G, Dersch R, Meerpohl JJ, Schmucker 
C. Therapie des Erythema migrans bei Kindern und Jugendlichen: systematische Übersichtsarbeit und Netzwerkmeta-
analyse. Kongress für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin 2017, Koelnmesse GmbH, 20.-23.09.2017, Köln.

Kapp P. Auswirkungen von A1ß-Casein der Milch - Eine systematische Übersichtsarbeit. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahre-
stagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Köpke S, Meyer G, Rahn A, Steckelberg A, Möhler R. Implementierung von innovativen Rollen für Pflegende im evi-
denzbasierten interprofessionellen Gesundheitssystem der Zukunft: Barrieren und Chancen. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahre-
stagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Küllenberg de Gaudry D. Methodological challenges of evidence synthesis in Nutrition. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahre-
stagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Kunzweiler K. Übung: Freies Üben Cochrane Library. 11. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Literaturrecherche Auf-
baukurs, Cochrane Deutschland, 07.04.2017, Freiburg.

Kunzweiler K, Bollig C, Küllenberg de Gaudry D, Rehner L. Praktische Übungen: Die Cochrane Library. 36. Cochrane 
Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs 
EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 24.03.2017, Freiburg
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Labonté V. Studientypen. Modul in der ‚Scientific Master Class‘, Universität Heidelberg, 27.07.2017, Weinheim.

Labonté V. Systematische Literatursuche. Modul in der ‚Scientific Master Class‘, Universität Heidelberg, 27.07.2017, Wein-
heim.

Labonté V, Bollig C, Bischoff K, Kunzweiler K. Praktische Übung: Medline via PubMed. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Sys-
tematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane 
Deutschland, 23.03.2017, Freiburg.

Labonté V. Werkzeuge der EbM: Von der Einzelstudie bis zur Systematischen Übersichtsarbeit, Vorlesung im Fach ‚Ev-
idence Based Practice‘ im Bachelor ‚Angewandte Gesundheitswissenschaften‘, Hochschule Furtwangen, 06.12.2017, 
Furtwangen.

Lang B. Einführung in die Evidenzbasierte Medizin mit Fokus Literatursuche. 11. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische 
Literaturrecherche Grundkurs, Cochrane Deutschland, 06.04.2017, Freiburg.

Lang B. Evidence based medicine and research syntheses - history and concepts. Modul in der ‚Scientific Master Class‘, 
Universität Heidelberg, 10.02.2017, Weinheim.

Lang B Drug evaluation, research syntheses and Cochrane. Lecture at the University College Freiburg, 21.11.2107, 
Freiburg.

Lewin S, Munthe-Kaas H, Toews I, Noyes J, Meerpohl JJ. How can the impacts of dissemination bias in qualitative 
research be detected in the context of qualitative evidence syntheses? Identifying new approaches. Global Evidence 
Summit, Cochrane South Africa, CTICC, Cape Town, 14.09.2017, South Africa.

Möhler R. Übung: MEDLINE unter PubMed. 11. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Literaturrecherche Grundkurs, Co-
chrane Deutschland, 06.04.2017, Freiburg.

Möhler R. Gruppenarbeit: Kritische Bewertung eines Reviews. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbe-
iten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 25.03.2017, 
Freiburg.

Möhler R. Gruppenarbeit: Kritische Beurteilung einer randomisierten Studie. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische 
Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane Deutsch-
land, 24.03.2017, Freiburg.

Puhl A, Labonté V, Nussbaumer B, Toews I. Streamlining communication of Cochrane content between three German 
language Cochrane entities under an international umbrella. Global Evidence Summit, Cochrane South Africa, CTICC, 
Cape Town, 13.09.2017, South Africa.

Skoetz N, Meerpohl JJ. GRADE I: Qualitätsbewertung der Evidenz. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Ham-
burg; 09.03.2017, Hamburg.

Schmucker C. Network Meta-Analyses in Clinical Guideline Development Example: Efficacy and Safety of Different 
Drug Treatment Strategies in Early Lyme Borreliose. Global Evidence Summit, Cochrane South Africa, CTICC, Cape Town, 
15.09.17, South Africa.

Schmucker C. Aufbau, Ziele und Projekte der Cochrane Collaboration - FOKUS: HNO. 88. Jahresversammlung der 
Deutschen Gesellschaft für Hals-Nasen-Ohren-Heilkunde, Kopf- und Hals-Chirurgie e.V., Messe Erfurt, 25.05.2017, Erfurt.

Schmucker C, Küllenberg de Gaudry D. Evidence-based Medicine (EbM) How to Conduct Systematic Reviews? IES 
Abroad, Institute for the International Education of Students, 23.05.2017, Freiburg.
Schmucker C. Evidenzbewertung anhand des Cochrane-Review von Storebo et al. 2015. XXXV. DGKJP-Kongress 2017 
CCU und Maritim Hotel Ulm, 25.03.2017, Ulm.

Schmucker C. Evidence Mapping im Rahmen eines Leitlinienprojekts: Systematische Aufarbeitung des aktuellen For-
schungsstandes zur präpartalen Uterotonikagabe bei Kaiserschnittgeburten. EbM-Kongress (18 Jahrestagung), Deutsch-
es Netzwerk Evidenzbasierte Medizin e.V. (DNEbM), Universität Hamburg, 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Skoetz N, Meerpohl JJ. GRADE I: Qualitätsbewertung der Evidenz. EbM-Kongress (18 Jahrestagung), Deutsches Netzw-
erk Evidenzbasierte Medizin e.V. (DNEbM), Universität Hamburg, 09.03.2017, Hamburg.

Sommer H. Effektmaße & Metaanalysen. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in die 
evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 24.03.2017, Freiburg.

Sommer H, Antes G. Methodik der Metaanalyse. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Hamburg; 09.03.2017, 
Hamburg.

Torbahn G. Entwicklung einer S3-Leitlinie zur pharmakologischen Therapie der kutanen Lyme Borreliose - Erfahrungen. 
EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.

Torbahn G, Hofmann H, Bischoff K, Freitag M H, Fingerle V, Rücker G,  Dersch R, Huppertz H I, Meerpohl JJ, Schmucker 
C. Therapie des Erythema migrans bei Kindern und Jugendlichen: systematische Übersichtsarbeit und Metaanalyse. 
25. Jahrestagung der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Pädiatrische Infektiologie (DGPI), gemeinsam mit der Gesellschaft für 
Neonatologie und Pädiatrische Intensivmedizin (GNPI), Internationales Congress Center, 08. bis 10.06.2017, Dresden.

Toews I. Author instructions of haematology and oncology journals: A cross-sectional and longitudinal study. Global 
Evidence Summit, Cochrane South Africa, CTICC, Cape Town, 13.09.2017, South Africa.

Toews I, Küllenberg de Gaudry D, Lohner S. More than 30 nutritional studies assessed with ROBINS-I – lessons learned. 
Global Evidence Summit, Cochrane South Africa, CTICC, Cape Town, 15.09.2017, South Africa.

Toews I. RevMan Cochrane Review Manager. 36. Cochrane Workshop: Systematische Übersichtsarbeiten - Einführung in 
die evidenzbasierte Gesundheitsversorgung (Grundkurs EbM), Cochrane Deutschland, 24.03.2017, Freiburg.

Toews I, Sommer H, Bollig C. RevMan 5 - Einführung in den Review Manager von Cochrane. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahre-
stagung), Universität Hamburg; 09.03.2017, Hamburg.

Von Elm E, Töws I, Möhler R, Braun C. Cochrane für alle - Übersetzungen und Verbreitung von Cochrane-Evidenz auf 
Deutsch. EbM-Kongress (18. Jahrestagung), Universität Hamburg; 10.03.2017, Hamburg.
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COCHRANE IN GERMANY
Published protocols and reviews
The efforts of CG, the German Review Groups (see below) and the Germany-based Cochrane working groups8  
as well as the contributing people in Germany lead to the fact that the number of corresponding authors in 
Germany contributing to Cochrane Reviews increased from 542 in 2010, to 691 in 2013, and to 966 in 2017 (as of 
March 2017) (Search filter: Country: Germany; Reference centre: CG; Role in group: Author). Therefore the num-
ber of corresponding authors in Germany has doubled since 2010. That fact highlights the increased support of 
German Cochrane personnel in the conduction of reviews. 

In End of 2017, CG was listed as reference centre by 4585 persons (2016: 2800: search filter: Reference centre: 
CG). 1032 (2016: 645) came from Switzerland, 489 (2016: 237) from Austria, and 85 (2016: 43) from Hungary 
(Source: ARCHIE, Cochrane author’s database, search from 03.03.2017). The strong increase is probably related 
to projects like ‘Cochrane Crowd’ and ‘Cochrane Membership Scheme’.

Figure 1 shows the number of reviews and protocols with Germany as the country of origin. In February 2017, 
there are 178 reviews and 82 protocols from Germany.

8 https://www.cochrane.de/de/cochrane-deutschland

Figure 1: Number of Reviews and Protocols with Germany as ‘country of origin’ since 1998

The production of reviews with corresponding authors in Germany shows a continuous increase from 1998 
until the beginning of 2017. Figure 2 shows the number of published systematic reviews and protocols from 
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Liechtenstein, Hungary and the Czech Republic. From the last report there is 
an increase of published reviews from 178 to 197 in Germany, from 108 to 113 in Switzerland, from 25 to 30 in 
Austria. No changes in comparison to the last year can be seen in the number of Liechtenstein, Hungary and 
Slovakia.

Published Reviews by Country Report
The number of Full reviews and Protocols published in The Cochrane Library, Issue 5, 2018  
with a contact person from the selected countries.

Published reviews Published protocols

Country Total Active Withdrawn Total Active Withdrawn

Germany 197 192 5 87 75 12

Switzerland 113 111 2 30 25 5

Austria 30 29 1 7 6 1

Liechtenstein 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hungary 2 2 0 1 1 0

Czech Republic 1 1 0 0 0 0

Slovakia 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total for all countries 343 335 8 125 107 18

Figure 2: Number of Full Reviews and Protocols published in the Cochrane Library, Issue 5, 2018.

http://www.cochrane.de/de/cochrane-deutschland


 27

Cochrane Germany – Annual Report 2017

WEBSITE ACCESS
www.cochrane.de
In 2017, we had 118.627 sessions from 80.192 visitors in total using 386.336 pages. As in previous years, about 
one third of all visitors were returning.

 

Figure 3: Homepage visitors and origin 2017

Our Top 10 of most visited pages: (all pages in german language)
1. Welcome (see figure 4) – front page
2. What is the Cochrane Library?
3. Who is Cochrane?
4. Redirect to front page (by clicking on logo in header)
5. From evidence to recommendation
6. Events (Workshops)
7. What are Systematic Reviews?
8. Access to Cochrane Library in Germany
9. Team, contact, where to find us
10. Assessing quality or risk of bias in studies

 

Figure 4: Front page Cochrane Germany Website

http://www.cochrane.de/de/willkommen-auf-unseren-webseiten
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COCHRANE REVIEW GROUPS BASED IN GERMANY
Cochrane Haematological Malignancies Group (CHMG)

Dr. Nicole Skoetz, Co-ordinating Editor
University of Cologne, Klinik I für Innere Medizin, 50924 Köln, Germany

Email: nicole.skoetz@uk-koeln.de
URL: hm.cochrane.org/de/willkommen

The CHMG deals with the evaluation of the diagnosis and treatment of adults with haematological diseases. The main 
focus is on leukaemia and lymphoma and the care of those suffering from other haematological diseases like aplastic 
anaemia is also included in the wider scope of the group. In addition, the group evaluates interventions affecting the 
haematological cell system like stem cell transplantation and haemotopoetic growth factors. Finally, supportive care 
and the management of haematological diseases are also tasks of the Cochrane Haematological Malignancies Group.

Cochrane Metabolic and Endocrine Disorders Group (CMED)

Prof. Dr. med. Bernd Richter, Co-ordinating Editor
Department of General Practice, University Hospital Düsseldorf, 
Heinrich Heine University, PO Box 101007, D - 40225 Düsseldorf, Germany

E-mail: richterb@uni-duesseldorf.de
URL: endoc.cochrane.org/de/willkommen

Since 2000, the CMED has been preparing systematic reviews on the benefits and harms of healthcare interventions for 
metabolic and endocrine disorders, particularly diabetes mellitus and obesity. The CMED’s main area of work is the eval-
uation of the effects of health care interventions relevant to the prevention, treatment or management, and rehabilita-
tion of metabolic, nutritional and endocrine disorders. The CMED expanded its scope to systematic reviews of diagnostic 
test accuracy within the same topic areas. The CMED primarily focuses on systematic reviews which evaluate patient-ori-
entated outcome measures. Authors who wish to analyse surrogate outcomes like laboratory parameters may do so but 
always have to investigate a standard set of patient-orientated endpoints. Exclusive evaluation of surrogate indicators 
only will not be possible.

GERMAN SPEAKING COCHRANE ENTITIES AND 
BRANCHES OF CG
AUSTRIAN COCHRANE BRANCH 

Cochrane Austria started as Austrian Cochrane Branch in December 2010 as part of the Department for 
Evidence-based Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology of the Danube University Krems. Meanwhile it is one of 
the 19 fully accredited Cochrane Centres.

Main tasks are:
• It provides the basis for evidence-based decisions in the Austrian health system.
• It is supported by Austrian scientists, who provide the means to create sci-

ence-based and independent medical information in the form of Cochrane Reviews 
that are available to the Austrian health care and the public.

• It promotes the publication of the Cochrane Collaboration and its importance in the 
public, aiming at transferring research findings into health care and thereby improv-
ing patient information9.

• It organises workshops10 for those interested, such as (future, potential) authors of 
Cochrane reviews as well as employees of the Cochrane Collaboration.

• It is the first point of contact11 for people interested as well as for employees of the 
Cochrane Collaboration in Austria.

• It functions as a contact for employees of the Cochrane Collaboration worldwide, 
and thus facilitates the communication within the Cochrane Collaboration.

9 consumers.cochrane.org
10 www.cochrane.at/workshops
11 www.cochrane.at/team

The Austrian Cochrane Branch is funded by a grant from the Lower Austrian Health and Social Fund (NÖGUS) 
and supported by the Danube University Krems.

Contact: 
Austrian Cochrane Branch (ACB)
Danube University Krems
Department for Evidence-Based Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology
Dr.-Karl-Dorrek-Straße 30
A-3500 Krems an der Donau  I  Austria 

Phone: +43 (0)2732 893-2918  I  Fax: +43 (0)2732 893-4910
E-Mail: office@cochrane.at  I  URL: austria.cochrane.org

mailto:nicole.skoetz@uk-koeln.de
http://hm.cochrane.org/de/willkommen
mailto:richterb@uni-duesseldorf.de
http://endoc.cochrane.org/de/willkommen
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/de/department/evidenzbasiertemedizin/
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/de/department/evidenzbasiertemedizin/
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/en/index.php
http://consumers.cochrane.org/
http://www.cochrane.at/workshops
http://www.cochrane.at/team
http://consumers.cochrane.org/
http://www.cochrane.at/workshops
http://www.cochrane.at/team
http://www.noegus.at/
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/en/index.php
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/en/index.php
mailto:office@cochrane.at
https://austria.cochrane.org
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SWISS Cochrane Branch

The Swiss Cochrane Centre is the branch that is supported by the German, the French, and the Italian Co-
chrane centres. It is a national network which is located in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The goals of the branch are:
• Promotion of evidence-based medicine and the activities of the Cochrane Collab-

oration. Cochrane Switzerland supports free access to the Cochrane Library for 
people in Switzerland

• Information of health care professionals and a broader audience about the usage 
and the benefits of systematic reviews

• Promotion of projects for creation and updating of systematic reviews referring to 
questions of the effectiveness of medical interventions

The Swiss Cochrane Branch is funded by the “Institut Universitaire de Médecine Sociale et Préventive (IUMSP), 
CHUV” and the “Université de Lausanne”.

Contact: 
Cochrane Switzerland
Insitute of Social and Preventive Medicine 
Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois and University of Lausanne 
Biopôle 2 
Route de la Corniche 10 
CH-1010 Lausanne 
Switzerland

Phone: 0041 21 314 72 55
Fax: 0041 21 314 49 54
Email: bernard.burnand@chuv.ch
URL: https://swiss.cochrane.org/

Hungarian Cochrane Branch

The negotiations of establishing a Hungarian Cochrane Branch resulted successfully in the official opening of 
the Branch in October 2014 at the Medical Center of the University of Pécs. Director of the branch is Prof. Dr. 
Tamás Decsi and the scientific coordinator is Dr. Szimonetta Lohner.

The goals of the branch are:
• To provide information about Cochrane and participate in its international activities
• To train and build capacity for the preparation of systematic reviews, including the 

preparation and updating of high-quality Cochrane systematic reviews
• To provide language-specific services: e.g. extracting data from Hungarian papers 

Tor Cochrane reviews and translating review summaries into Hungarian
• To disseminate the results of Cochrane reviews in Hungary and to support the use 

of Cochrane reviews by specific user groups
• To facilitate knowledge transfer of high quality healthcare evidence through for-

mal and informal partnerships with relevant stakeholders in Hungary
• To promote access to the Cochrane Library and to Cochrane systematic reviews.

Contact:
Hungarian Branch of the German Cochrane Centre
University of Pécs
HU-7623 Pécs
Rákóczi út 2.
Hungary

Phone: 0036 72 504 226 
or: 00+36 72 536 000 33026
Email: cochrane@pte.hu
URL: https://hungary.cochrane.org/

mailto:bernard.burnand%40chuv.ch?subject=
https://swiss.cochrane.org/
mailto:cochrane%40pte.hu?subject=
https://hungary.cochrane.org/
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