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Evidence of diagnostic interventions -  

Understanding, appraising and GRADEing (day 1) 
 

Freiburg 

 

 

Day 1  

09:00 – 09:30 Registration 

09:30 – 09:40 
Welcome  

Prof. Dr. Jörg Meerpohl, Institute for Evidence Based Medicine, University Hospital Freiburg 

09:40 – 10:30 
Introduction to diagnostic studies 

Prof. Dr. Rob Scholten, Cochrane Netherlands / University Medical Center Utrecht 

10:30 – 11:00 
Searching for diagnostic studies in electronic databases  

Prof. Dr. Rob Scholten 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break  

11:30 – 12:30 
Diagnostic test accuracy studies: design and diagnostic parameters 

Dr. Lotty Hooft, Cochrane Netherlands / University Medical Center Utrecht 

12:30 – 13:00 Lunch  

13:30 – 14:30 Hands-on exercise: Diagnostic tests and diagnostic parameters 

14:30 – 15:30 

Critical appraisal of diagnostic studies and systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy 

(SRDTAs) Including STARD and QUADAS2 tools 

Dr. Lotty Hooft 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 

16:00 – 17:30  Hands-on exercise: Critical appraisal of a diagnostic study  

Ab 19:30 Dinner (included) „Greiffenegg Schlössle“ (Schlossbergring 3, Freiburg) 
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Day 2  

09:00 – 10:15 

Systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy (SRDTAs) – Interpretation of a diagnostic 

meta-analysis  

Prof. Dr. Rob Scholten 

10:15 – 10:45 Coffee break 

10:45 – 12:00 Hands-on exercise: Interpretation of a diagnostic meta-analysis  

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch  

13:00 – 13:30 
The GRADE approach– An introduction 

Prof. Dr. Jörg Meerpohl 

13:30 – 14:30 

GRADE for diagnostic tests and diagnostic strategies I - Framing the question and 

evaluating the evidence  

Dr. Holger Schünemann, Cochrane Canada und McMaster GRADE Centre 

14:30 – 15:00 Coffee break  

15:00 – 16:30 
Hands-on exercise: Diagnostic questions and specification of outcomes + creating an 

evidence profile   
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Day 3  

09:00 - 10:30 

 

GRADE for diagnostic tests and diagnostic strategies II - From evidence to recommendation 

(EtD framework) 

Dr. Holger Schünemann 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:30 

 

Hands-on exercise: From Evidence to recommendation  

(Evidence profiles and  summary of findings) 

12:30 – 13:00 Summary of results - Review & discussion of exercises 

13:00 – 13:15 Question & answer 

From 13:15  Certificates 

 


