
The Cochrane Library is the best single source of reliable evidence about 
the effects of healthcare interventions. It is updated quarterly and is 
available to over 189 million people around the world. Special schemes 
are in place to ensure access is possible for those that may not be in a 
position to licence it. 

 
 

� BIREME’s Virtual Health Library (VHL) provides online access to The Cochrane 
Library through the BIREME interface (in English, Spanish or Portuguese) free of charge to all 
countries in Latin America, Central America and The Caribbean. This is a product of the cooperative 

effort among BIREME/PAHO/WHO, The Cochrane Collaboration and the Brazilian Cochrane Centre. 

Institutions, access via IP address requires online registration. Individual username and password 
access requires online registration: go to http://cochrane.bireme.br 

 
� Health InterNetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI), a partnership led by 

WHO, provides free or nearly free access to the major journals in biomedical and related social 

sciences, to public institutions in developing countries. Wiley was one of the six founding publishers 
who worked with WHO to create the initiative and offers The Cochrane Library as well as over 100 
of its biomedical journals for FREE to the low-income countries, as defined by The World Bank, 
through the program. Access requires on-line registration: go to 

http://www.healthinternetwork.org/src/registration.php 
 

� International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publication’s (INASP) 
Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information (PERI) provides access to many 
scientific resources, including health information. Through a partnership with INASP, John Wiley & 

Sons is providing free access to named research organisations in the countries that are on UNDP’s 
low human development index and many on the medium-low list. INASP also runs an extensive 

training program on use of The Cochrane Library and the other resources it offers its partners. 
Most access is online, but CDs are provided where requested.  

 

Access requires becoming a partner for INASP’s PERI programme by contacting Sarah Durrant, Senior 
Programme Manager at INASP sdurrant@ inasp.info 

 
Current INASP Partners with access to The Cochrane Library include: Bolivia, Cuba, Ethiopia, Ghana, 

Nepal, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. 

 
� National & Regional Access Provisions - Residents in a number of countries can 

access The Cochrane Library FREE through a ‘national provision’. Go to 
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com ‘Access to Cochrane’ Page to view the current list of countries 

and details of the access.  

 
� Personal & Institutional Online and CD-ROM Subscriptions are available contact:  cs-

cochrane@wiley.com 
 

� Pay-per-view is also available at http://www.thecochranelibrary.com  


